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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In lieu of applicants requested pre-appeal conference, a decision has been made 
to withdraw the finality of the last Office Action and reopen prosecution. Applicant's 
request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office action is 
persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

ART REJECTION: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bergman 
et al(6,043,777). 

- In considering claims 1 and 9, the claimed subject matter that is met by Bergman et 
al(Bergman) includes: 

1 ) the position marker is met by the beacon(2); 

2) the locating device is met by the processor(420) of locator(400); 

3) the GPS device communicatively coupled to the locating device and providing 
GPS coordinate data indicating the position of the marker when the marker is located is 



Application/Control Number: 10/802,345 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2612 

met by the GPS receiver(404) of the locator(400) which provides GPS coordinates of its 
present position upon arriving at the site of the beacon(2); 

4) the GPS device communicatively coupled to the locating device is also met by 
the GPS receiver(6) of the beacon(2) which provides coordinate data of the beacon(2) 
that is transmitted to the locator(400) via communication between transmitter(10) and 
receiver(406)(see: column 6, lines 34-36). 

4) the electronic memory for storing a data record associating the GPS 
coordinate data with the located position marker is met by the Beacon Position/Data 
Format Module(634)(see: column 7, lines 64 et seq; column 8, lines 1-18). 
-- With regards to claims 2-3, the computer for running a mapping application, the 
computer being capable of receiving the data record stored in the electron memory is 
met by the calculate direction vector module(636) which receives beacon position data 
from the module(634) and which calculates a pointing angle in which an operator needs 
to go in order to reach a beacon(see: column 7, lines 26-53). 

- Claims 5-6 recites subject matter met as discussed in claim 1 above. 

- With regards to claim 8, the GPS device being connected to the locating device by 
an RS-232 cable is met by the processor(420) being connected to the GPS 
receiver(404) via RS-232 cable(606). 

- With regards to claim 10, the communication circuitry for transmitting the stored data 
record to a computer running a mapping application is me by signal lines that connect 
module(634) to module(636) as seen in figure 6. 

- Claim 1 1 recites subject matter that is met as discussed in claims 1-2 above. 
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- Claim 12-14 recite subject matter that is met as discussed in claim 1 above. 

- Claims 15-18 recite methods that are met as discussed with reference to the 
discussion of the apparatus of claims 1-2 and 5-6 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. Claims 4 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bergman et al(Bergman). 

- With regards to claim 4, the examiner takes Official Notice that in the locating 
device art, use of GPS devices including electronic memory is well known in the art, and 
therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate an electronic memory for storing a data record into 
the GPS receivers of Bergman, since this would have reduced size and circuit 
complexity in the devices of Bergman. 

- With regards to claim 7, although not specifically taught by Bergman, the examiner 
takes Official Notice that in the electronic memory art, use of removable memory cards 
is well known, and therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to incorporate a removable memory card into the 
module(634), since a removable memory card would have provided versatility and 
portability with regards to ascertaining information stored in memory. 

REMARKS: 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-18 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DARYL C. POPE whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2959. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 9:00-7:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MIKE HORABIK can be reached on 571-272-3068. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Daryl C. Pope DARYL C POPE 



Primary Examiner 



February 2, 2007 




